Today's Actions Have Long-Term Environmental Effects 

Everywhere we turn today, there is an increased awareness and focus on environment-friendly and 
eco-sustainability in our actions as individuals and communities. As more and more research is being 
conducted and released regarding the large-scale effects of human mismanagement and abuse on the 
environment, there is a growing call for us as a global community to become more informed and 
responsible citizens as well as to lessen our footprint and damage on the environment. 

As individual consumers, the change in thinking and lifestyle starts with many of our daily activities 
and tasks which, when combined, can cause a lot of positive change in our environment. More 
municipalities and cities, for instance, are banning the use of plastic bags in supermarkets and grocery 
stores, citing the non-biodegradable nature of plastics. In many cities where plastic bags have been 
banned or are slowly being phased out, residents are being encouraged and even offered small 
incentives to use eco-friendly reusable bags or paper bags instead when grocery shopping. 

In transportation and auto manufacturing, car companies and oil firms are also stepping up their 
efforts to keep up with increased regulations in smoke emissions and fuel efficiency. Innovations in 
fuel technology are continually being developed to lessen air pollutants coming from smoke 
emissions, as this has been cited as one of the most damaging effects of modern human society to our 
environment, particularly the quality of air. In car manufacturing, meanwhile, focus is now on the 
production of hybrid and electric-powered vehicles which will lessen our dependence on fossil fuels, 
as well as promote a more sustainable way of transporting people and goods. 

Advocacy groups and organizations cite the modern home as another hotspot for more environment- 
friendly solutions. Homeowners are being educated on more eco-sustainable methods of climate 
control or heating systems, such as a waste oil burner in lieu of gas-powered mechanisms. In fact, 
during the layout and construction of new homes, environment-friendly solutions such as an oil 
burning furnace can already be installed in preparation for occupancy. 

The value of environment-friendly campaigns and solutions extend far beyond the immediate effects 
that communities see. An increased cooperation towards more responsibility in taking care of our 
planet also ensures that our children and the next generations can still enjoy an environment that can 
sustain their needs and provide a better quality of life. The actions that we make today have lasting 
and far-reaching effects that future generations will experience, so it is of utmost importance that we 
take steps now to change our direction and become good stewards of our planet. 
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